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rebuilt on a modern plan. Population, about
9,000.

BASSOON', a musical wind instrument of
the reed order, consisting- of four tubes. It
is blown through a bent metal mouthpiece.
The tubes are holed and keyed like the
clarinet. For convenience of carriage the
instrument is divided into two or more parts,
whence its Italian name fagotto, a bundle. It
serves for the bass among wood-wind in-
struments. Its compass comprehends three
octaves, rising from B flat below the bass
staff.

BASS STRAIT, a channel 185 miles in
length beset with islands and coral reefs,
which separates Australia from Tasmania.
It was discovered by George Bass, a surgeon
in the royal navy, in 1798.

BASS VIOL, a large stringed instrument,
shaped like the violin, occupying,the position
of the stringed bass instrument in orchestras.
When being played, the base rests upon the
floor, and the instrument is supported by the
performer's knees. It has three strings and
a usual range of two octaves.

BA8SWOOD LEAF

BASSWOOD (or LIKBBK), a large,
handsome tree which in open places reaches
out widespreading branches, but is taller and
straighter, with shorter branches, in densely
wooded spots* It grows practically through-
out North Ameriea, eaat of the longitude of
Colorado. The tree has large, rounded leaves
a&d small yellow flowers, rich in perfume and
& honey for bees. The wood is soft and is
often ealled wbitewood; it f* used for honey-

boxes, furniture, etc.   The tree will live for
two hundred years or more.
BASTIEN-LEPAGE, bas tyaN' le paztt,
JULES (1848-1884), a French portrait and
landscape painter. At an early age he
showed an inclination for painting, and after
taking several prizes for drawing he went to
Paris to study, where he attended the Ecole
des Beaux Arts. Among his works are the
Song of Spring, Portrait of My Grand-
father, which brought him fame, Joan of Arc
Listening to Voices, The Forge and The
Haymakers. The latter is an excellent ex-
ample of realism. Through his Portrait of
Madame Bernhardt Bastien-Lepage won the
Cross of the Legion of Honor.
BASTILLE, basteeV, a famous state
prison in Paris, captured by a mob on July
14, 1789, a date now observed each year as
a national French holiday. The Bastille was
built about 1370 by Charles Y. It was ulti-
mately used chiefly for the confinement of
persons who had fallen victims to the in-
trigues of the court or the caprice of the
government, and thus was regarded as a
symbol of oppression.
The capture of the Bastille was the open-
ing act of the French Revolution. The mob
first attempted to negotiate with the gov-
ernor, Delaunay, but when these negotiations
failed, began to attack the fortress. For
several hours they continued their siege with-
out being able to effect anything more than
an entrance into the outer court of the Bas-
tille; but at last the arrival of some of the
Eoyal Guard with a few pieces of artillery
forced the governor to let down the second
drawbridge and admit the populace. The
governor was seized, but on the way to the
town-hall he was torn from his captors and
put to death. The next day the destruction
of the Bastille commenced. The key to the
edifice was sent to George Washington. To-
day the site of the Bastille is marked by a
bronze column.
In the French language bastille means any
strongly fortified structure.
BASTTTOLAND, lasu'tohlanft, a small
British, dependency in South Africa, 11,716
square miles in area, lying between Orange
Free State, Natal and the Cape of Good
Hope Province. It is within about 100 miles
of the Indian Ocean. Nature is kind to
Basutoland, for it is one of the most delight-
ful parts of British Africa, especially favor-
able to grain production and to cattle rais-